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REVISING/EDITING PART B

DIRECTIONS: Read each of the following two texts and answer the related questions. You will be
asked to improve the writing quality of each text and to correct errors so that the texts follow the
conventions of standard written English. You should reread relevant parts of each text, while being
mindful of time, before marking the best answer for each question.
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Find Time to Volunteer

(1) Many people believe that they gain a greater sense of purpose by giving their time to serve
others.  (2) These are the people who spend their free time volunteering at various places within the
community.  (3) Those who are served benefit from the work of these volunteers.  (4) However,
research shows that those who volunteer also receive benefits.

(5) For many students, this proposition may sound impossible.  (6) Schoolwork can require hours of
study each week.  (7) Volunteering at a retirement center or homeless shelter requires both time
and energy.  (8) Extracurricular activities fill up after-school time.  (9) Family obligations and part-
time jobs often have to be worked into the schedule, too.  (10) However, if students can find time to
volunteer, even for a few hours a month, they may find that the benefits outweigh the scheduling
difficulties.

(11) To begin with, students who engage in volunteer activities acquire valuable skills and
experience, which can help them focus on potential fields of study and career options.
(12) Furthermore, when students list volunteer work on college applications, admissions counselors
see applicants who care about making their community and college campus a better place.

(13) Volunteerism benefits more than students applying to college.  (14) This type of experience is
equally important for students moving directly into the workforce after high school.
(15) Volunteering demonstrates initiative, dedication, and a strong work ethic, qualities that
companies value in a potential employee.  (16) In a CareerBuilder study, 60 percent of managers
regarded volunteerism as a significant asset when considering applicants.

(17) Students who volunteer undoubtedly make a positive investment in their future, but they also
affect their present quality of life.  (18) Studies have shown that volunteering is good for both the
mind and the body.  (19) Volunteering can boost mood levels and reduce anxiety.  (20) According to
the Mayo Clinic,1 the feeling of doing something meaningful and the appreciation received from that
action can reduce stress.

(21) Even the busiest of students can find a way to donate some time to a worthy cause.
(22) Though managing different commitments may seem overwhelming at times, students are sure
to feel a sense of fulfillment in volunteerism.

1Mayo Clinic: a nonprofit medical organization dedicated to treatment and research



47FORM A CONTINUE ON TO THE NEXT PAGE 

FORM 7 CONTINUE TO THE NEXT PAGE  cA

6. Which revision of sentence 2 uses the most precise language?

7. Which sentence should follow sentence 4 to introduce the main claim of the passage?

8. Which sentence is least relevant to the ideas presented in the second paragraph
(sentences 5–10) and should be deleted?

E.

A.

E.

F.

B.

F.

G.

C.

G.

H.

D.

H.

These are the people who spend their free time volunteering at animal shelters, helping with
activities in community centers, or cleaning up parks.

With that in mind, high school students should consider engaging in some form of regular
volunteerism.

sentence 6

These are the people who spend their free time helping others in numerous ways at a variety
of places, events, or organizations that need support.

Fortunately for students, these benefits are guaranteed to produce both immediate and long-
term results.

sentence 7

These are the people who spend their free time working at local establishments that help
people, animals, or other groups in need of assistance.

In fact, studies have confirmed that volunteerism can be beneficial for students, the family,
and the community.

sentence 8

These are the people who spend a lot of time volunteering at places where they can help
people in many ways.

For this reason, high school students should learn about how helping others can strengthen
their communities.

sentence 9
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9. Which of these would best follow sentence 12 and support the ideas presented in the third
paragraph (sentences 11–12)?

10. Which concluding sentence should replace sentence 22 to provide the best support for the
argument presented in the passage?

A.

E.

B.

F.

C.

G.

D.

H.

These students show that they are likely to be responsible, reliable, and helpful young adults.
Admissions counselors know that character traits like these will benefit the applicants as well
as whomever they interact with.

In every city, there are homeless shelters, food pantries, youth centers, and political
campaigns that depend on the support and commitment of hardworking young people.

Volunteering can help students meet new people who can provide references and advice to
the students when they are applying to colleges. It can also be an invaluable opportunity for
students to meet possible future employers.

Clearly, students who volunteer will experience a host of benefits, such as learning new skills,
meeting interesting people, opening up opportunities for the future, and gaining a sense of
satisfaction.

The counselors hope that young adults who demonstrate this behavior will go on to volunteer
during their college years, working on campus in student government and leadership
programs or serving in the community at hospitals, schools, and homeless shelters.

When students carefully evaluate their activities and prioritize volunteerism, they find a way
to work it into their schedule and are soon encouraging their peers to do the same.

Many colleges are looking for students who are not just academically successful but who also
work well with others and care about improving and serving surrounding communities.

Whether they are seeking admission to college, preparing to enter the workforce, or simply
looking to reduce stress, high school students who volunteer can help themselves as much as
they help others.


