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Figures of Speech - 
Metaphors, Similes, 

Hyperbole & 
Personification 

 

 

Figures of speech are expressions in which the words are not used in their literal sense. 
Similes compare unlike objects with the typical words 'like' or 'as'. Metaphors compare 
common traits among unlike things. Hyperbole is exaggeration. Personification is a 
figure of speech where human characteristics are given to something nonhuman.  
 
Directions: Identify the following as simile, metaphor, hyperbole, or personification. 
 
1. James ran like a cheetah. 
2. Good luck getting that out because blueberry stains are stubborn. 
3. So I sit spinning still, round this decaying form, the fine threads of rare and subtle 
thought. 
4. Well, that went over like a lead balloon. 
5. I am so busy. I have a million things to do. 
6. I so loved reading I was willing to walk 15 miles to the library in the snow, uphill. 
7. He did not realize his last chance was walking out the door. 
8. My old laptop throws a fit every time I try to use it.9. Easy-going 
9. My love for you is a s deep as the ocean. 
10. I was lost in a sea of nameless faces. 
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Figures of Speech - 
Metaphors, Similes, 

Hyperbole & 
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Figures of speech are expressions in which the words are not used in their literal sense. 
Similes compare unlike objects with the typical words 'like' or 'as'. Metaphors compare 
common traits among unlike things. Hyperbole is exaggeration. Personification is a 
figure of speech where human characteristics are given to something nonhuman.  
 
Directions: Identify the following as simile, metaphor, hyperbole, or personification. 
 
1. James ran like a cheetah. Simile 
2. Good luck getting that out because blueberry stains are stubborn. Metaphor 
3. So I sit spinning still, round this decaying form, the fine threads of rare and subtle 
thought.  Metaphor 
4. Well, that went over like a lead balloon.  Simile 
5. I am so busy. I have a million things to do.  Hyperbole 
6. I so loved reading I was willing to walk 15 miles to the library in the snow, uphill.  
Hyperbole 
7. He did not realize his last chance was walking out the door.  Personification 
8. My old laptop throws a fit every time I try to use it.  Personification 
9. My love for you is a s deep as the ocean.  Metaphor 
10. I was lost in a sea of nameless faces.  Metaphor 
 
 
 


